288      ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGE
rescript was forwarded to the African proconsul, directing that the temples should be stripped, but not destroyed, and that the sacred games and banquets were not to be prohibited. The African bishops were dissatisfied with the restriction, and in 400 we find them petitioning the Court for the suppression of the sacred games and banquets (under the pretext that Christians were morally compelled to attend them at times and hear their faith reviled) and the destruction of the remaining temples. A letter of Augustine's (No. 50), which Baronius assigns, with some probability, to this date, indicates both the confusion which these laws produced and Augustine's attitude towards them. At Suffecte the Christians had been inspired by the law to destroy a statue of Hercules, which was held in great veneration by their pagan neighbours. The very natural result was a sanguinary riot. How many of the poor pagans fell in the conflict the chroniclers do not deign to inform us; but the Roman Martyrology still reverently announces, year by year, that sixty Christians were e martyred' on the occasion. The municipal officers were made responsible for the event, and they seem to have written to Augustine to plead the extenuating circumstance of the